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When Bud-Lite was purchased by a Swiss conglomerate, Laguna Beach resident, George Baechtold, 
felt as if he’d struck gold since he owned many shares of Budwiser stock. Then he thought of the 
capital gains, and decided to donate his appreciated stocks to the Clinic. 

George had been helping LBCC patients for over a decade. He began in 1996 when he and Dr. 
Jorgensen realized that the best care for HIV patients included critical tests too costly for our 
patients, so George paid for the tests for 9 months.

George’s Swiss parents taught him the value of money and the value of charity.  As a result, he 
soon pursued the first phase of the refurbishing of LBCC. George and a friend donated the money 
to refurbish two patient bathrooms. A couple of years later he split the cost with another friend for 
ripping out old moldy carpet and installing vinyl flooring in the offices. He knew that underwriting 
these first projects would encourage other donors, which it did.  Soon thereafter, donors contributed 
to the landscaping, electrical, parking lot repair, roofing and painting inside and out.

Now, once again, he wanted to share his good fortune, because it would help us and help him.  He 
asked,”What do you really need to restore the building, improve patient care and give staff spirit 
another lift?” What we needed was another flooring project: a safer, cleaner floor for the entire 
patient care areas. George didn’t even hesitate. As usual he just said, “Get a bid. I’ll pay the bill.”  

With input from staff, Dr. Bent worked with a flooring contractor to start upstairs. The contractor removed 
trip hazards, deleted places where soil could accumulate, and leveled the floors with underlayment. He 

then installed a beautiful, high grade vinyl floor that will last 2 decades at least.  

Now we are poised to complete the downstairs area so that LBCC patients can enjoy 
a safe, beautiful, hygienic, gleaming new floor. This phase of the project will require 
much cooperation by our patients, many allowances by staff, and lots of “grinning and 
bearing it” during construction.   

George beams with delight each time he comes through the door and sees what he 
(and the IRS) made happen to improve our patients’ experience.

— by Korey Jorgensen, MD, Clinic Physician 

Donation of highly appreciated stocks to LBCC can 
help your tax bill. Consult your tax professional for 
advice. Contact Monica Prado at 949.494.0761 x 134 

for further information.       

This Bud’s for us!!
Generosity foams over

George Baechtold, LBCC’s “Philanthropist of the 
Year” smiles with pride at the Clinic’s new floor. 
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Our new “Link” to success
Board Chair John Link accepts the challenge

“If you want a job done right, ask a busy person,” so goes the cliché. 

Laguna Beach Community Clinic’s Board of Directors had the foresight 
to recruit diligent Board member John Link to become Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, so we now have a dynamic new leader. 

Mr. Link started college as a music major, then switched to engineering. 
When the opportunity suddenly beckoned, he joined a huge international 
accounting firm. This ultimately lead to his own successful company, 
Link, Murrel & Co., based in Irvine. Success in business allowed him to 
pursue his passion for helping others. 

When speaking of worthy causes he supports, a warm sensitivity pervades 
the persona of this handsome California native. In addition to assisting 
LBCC, he supports the Make-A-Wish Foundation, Newport Film Festival 
and Share Our Selves, and even donates blood regularly. John lives in 
Laguna Beach with his wife, Claudia Crawford.

As the head of an active and efficient Clinic Board, he focuses on 
financial issues, outreach strategies, coming events, patient visits, 
fundraisers, board recruitment, administration and county issues. 

Looking back to when music, math and accounting were among his 
success goals it seems obvious that this dedicated grass-roots 

aficianado has decidedly achieved these priorities. 

The Clinic and the Board of Directors are 
grateful for such a dedicated Board Chair.

— by Glori Fickling 

Author Glori Fickling interviews 
Clinic Board Chairman, John Link 
for this article.



 

Laguna Beach Community Clinic improves our community’s health

In Memorium...Our Friend Eliseo

Long-time LBCC volunteer and friend Eliseo 
Hernandez passed away October 23, 2008 
due to complications of brain surgery. As our 
Ambassador of Goodwill, he was the pleasant 
and welcoming man at the door at our Clinic 
events, fund-raisers, open houses and at many 
Chamber of Commerce, ASF, Shanti and No 
Square Theatre functions. 

Every time he volunteered at the Clinic, he 
came early and greeted each staff member 
personally, smiling and joking his way to where he was going.

LBCC Clinical Director Adriana Sayegh related, “This gracious friend was a 
warm and caring man. Eliseo was part of our Clinic family and his passing 
leaves a huge emptiness in our hearts.”

We all have our special holiday traditions for expressing our 
thankfulness. Good health for our loved ones is often the centerpiece of 
our wishes.

Each year at this time, we celebrate the good care the Clinic dispenses 
to our community. I can’t imagine a more rewarding life that working 
shoulder to shoulder with our community leaders, supporters and expert 
staff as we strive to reach our neighbors in need.

Together we’ll serve more than 17,000 patients this year. Many struggle 
with similar health issues but each has their own story. Beth is an 
example of a life we touched.

Beth, a 52-year-old real estate worker, is one of the people who had 
never accessed services at LBCC. Then she lost her job and her health 
benefits. Beth needed a Pap smear, and she was out of her blood 
pressure medication. She visited the Clinic and was relieved to learn 
she could schedule a free Pap smear and a Mammogram as part 
of the Cancer Detection program. Beth was also able to enroll in a 
program that pays for treatment of her high blood pressure. 

This season, as we give thanks for our good health and our access to 
health care, let’s remember those in our community who are especially 
hard hit in this declining economy – working people without insurance 
and the jobless. Please help us to continue to bring hope and health to our 
community by giving generously to Laguna Beach Community Clinic.

Thomas C. Bent, MD, FAAFP
Clinic Medical Director/COO

A Holiday Reminder
Dr. Bent shares his thoughts

The impact of the stalled state budget resounded throughout California. 
The delay in passing the budget resulted in programs and services being cut 
across the state. This challenges a clinic like LBCC to continue providing 
quality cost effective care to the low income, the uninsured, and the 
underserviced in our community. If LBCC is not able to maintain services, 
patients may be forced to seek care at a greater cost, using the hospital 
emergency room as a primary care provider.

This past summer we faced an acute financial stressor for over two and a 
half months. This was caused by the delays in state reimbursement.  In 
response to this situation, the state sent the Clinic $70,000 in IOU’s. The 
Clinic did not suffer a crisis, nor were we faced with cutting services due to 
two generous foundations.  

The Blue Shield Foundation donated $50,000, $15,000 more than last year 
and the Lincy Foundation, doubled their gift to $50,000 this year. These 
monies made it possible to manage the shortfall and continue to provide 
much needed care.

 Without access, there is no care. LBCC employs excellent health care 
practitioners who not only provide services, but give those in need hope and 
a chance to maintain their health. We ask for your support in continuing 
our mission, since the need is now greater.

The patients, staff, and Board of the Clinic thank you for your ongoing 
support

— by Mary Anderson, RN

Help us help our neighbors in need
The working poor are especially hard hit by our current economy; we’re 
seeing the number of patient visits rise to an anticipated 17,000 this 
year. More than ever we need your help to reach our neighbors in need.

 This season, you can give the gift of hope and health to hurting 
families in our neighborhood.

Give Today
Use the enclosed envelope to mail your gift.

Make an online contribution at www.LBClinic.org.

Donate a vehicle or give secured assets. Visit our website or 
call 949.494.0761 x 134 to speak to Monica.

Thank You! 
Contributions to Laguna Beach Community Clinic 

are tax deductible. 501(c)(3) #95-2637633
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State sends Clinic IOUs
Foundations save the day
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In Times of Crisis . . . Laguna Beach Community Clinic is the Solution
LBCC offers health care services to those who do not have medical insurance

Laguna Beach Community Clinic
Patient Visits
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Many of us have not had the misfortune of having to deal with becoming ill and the fear of not being able to access medical care. 
The economic crisis faced by the state of California magnifies the stressful situation that many people are facing — the ability to 
access basic healthcare for themselves and their families.

Laguna Beach Community Clinic is here to offer services to those who 
do not have private medical insurance. The Clinic staff can assist with 
accessing governmental programs when appropriate and coordinate 
medical care. This can help those in need prevent a medical crisis and 
maintain their health.

The safety net of Laguna Beach Community Clinic is widening, 
covering some of those who thought going to LBCC for treatment and 
care was for “others.” The Clinic will have in excess of 17,000 patient 
visits this year compared to 15,500 in 2006 and 15,750 in 2007.  

Help us spread the word to those who are now in need of treatment 
and ongoing care. We also ask that you be part of the solution.   
Please send your donations to the Clinic to help us care for your 
friends and neighbors.


